
        
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

The recent rain and flooding in Queensland was a stark reminder of the position we found 

ourselves in on the weekend before school started. We are only just recovering from the 

event now, so our thoughts go out to all the people who have still got a big clean up ahead 

of them, and also the families who unfortunately lost loved ones, pets and farm animals.  
 

Covid precautions – Please remember to ensure your kids regularly do RAT testing. If they 

record a positive test please notify the school immediately and isolate for the full seven days. We 

cannot afford to take this new variant lightly, and we certainly don’t want the virus to run rampant 

across the school. 
 

Staffing – There are occasions when your child will have a different teacher in their classroom 

due to a staff absence. Replacement teachers are referred to as CRTs (Casual Relief Teachers). 

We try and be as consistent as possible with our employment of CRTs, but due to the current 

context, relief teachers are in high demand and we cannot always source the same teachers as 

replacements. Please be assured that our learning program is in no way compromised due to any 

teacher changes. 
 

Curriculum Update - This year at Bellbrae we have implemented a new literacy assessment 

schedule. When designing this schedule, we investigated assessment tools that had met minimum 

research criteria, are teacher friendly, provide valuable information and are quick to administer. 

Over the past couple of weeks, students have been assessed using DIBELS – Dynamic Indicators 

of Basic Early Literacy Skills. These short assessments provide teachers with immediate data that 

is useful for instruction. As a school we will be using DIBELS to examine class, grade and whole 

school progress, monitor improvement, review the effectiveness of the intervention program and 

review how effective our whole school approach is. As a school we have moved away from the 

levelling of texts and grouping of students based on reading levels, instead working with students 

on specific skills that have been identified through our assessments and whole class instruction.  
 

School Review - On Monday we will be having our first meeting with our School Reviewer. The 

Department of Education conducts reviews of schools every 4-5 years. This rigorous process is 

conducted by the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) and the evaluation 

is completed with support from a DET appointed external reviewer. The review welcomes school 

community participation in the review, forges links between evidence, school review, and 

strategic and annual planning, as well as celebrating strength and achievements.   
 

Building Update - We are excited to announce that our Foundation classes, Grade 3C, 2C and 

1A have all moved back into their learning spaces over the past week. We thank our school 

community for their patience while the flooding and refurbishment works have been taking place. 

Judy and Belinda have also moved back into their office space. The Performing Arts and Physical 

Education Building and oval works are due to be completed by April 26th, the first day of Term 

2, weather permitting. There will be some disruptions to our play spaces/oval for the final two 

weeks of term, we will communicate with families the changes to play areas closer to the date.  
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School Council - This year we had four parent positions become available for membership. 

The school received four nominations which means that there is no need for a ballot. 

Congratulations to our returning members Leigh Giddins, Holly McVerry and Krystin 

Trewin, and we welcome Emily Torney to the council. Our first meeting will be held in 

conjunction with our AGM on Monday 28th March.  
 

Let’s hope the humidity relents over the next few days. I never thought I’d ever say this, 

but I’m looking forward to some normal Victorian weather. Have a great weekend. 
 

Principal - Adrian Waters 

 
 

EVENTS TO COME……………….     
 

 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE  
 

 

 

 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOS 2022 – BELLBRAE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

School photos including sibling photos will be taken at Bellbrae Primary School by  

Arthur Reed Photos on Thursday 24th March. 

There is no need to return any forms or money to school. 

Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can register 

online to view images when they become available in the web shop. 

Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once 

you receive it and remember to add the codes for all your children attending this school. 

Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do again this year using your child’s 

2022 image code to link their images for the current year with your contact details. 

When images are ready to view and in the web shop, all parents who have registered will be 

notified by SMS and email. 

Once registered, please wait for notification that 2022 images are 

online to view before making your purchase. 

 

 
 

MARCH 

Wed 9th & Thurs 10th  Prep – 2 AFL Auskick Clinics @ school 

Wednesday 16th  Year 2 Excursion to Jirrahlinga  

Wednesday 16th  Division Tennis Championships – Qualifying Student 

Tuesday 22nd  Division Swimming – Qualifying Students 

Wednesday 23rd  Years 5/6 Lightning Premierships 

Thursday 24th   Whole School Photos ** Note - new date** 

Wednesday 30th  Bellbrae Cross Country Gr 3-6 @ Cosy Corner 

APRIL 

Mon 4th & Tues 5th  Years 5/6 Girls AFL 

Friday 8th  Last Day Term 1 – 2.30 Dismissal 

Monday 25th  Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 26th  Term 2 Starts 

JULY 

Friday 8th  Term 2 Finishes – 2.30pm Dismissal 



  3                       Bellbrae Primary School 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM NEWS 
 

Next Wednesday 9th March will see the Torquay District Landcare Group (TDLG) and  

Graeme Stockton at Bellbrae Primary School working with Year Six Connected Kids and 

Environment group students. Graeme will be outlining plant germination and propagation 

methods with the students and they will have a chance to ‘get their hands dirty’. Plants from 

this workshop will be available for TDLG projects, as well as a start for the ‘active transport 

program’ at the school. The latter is part of a proposal to link Bellbrae and Jan Juc via the old 

Anglesea Road, thus making it safer for students to ride to and from school. Graeme is a key 

proponent in this project along with the Bellbrae PS Council. Thanks to all those involved in 

the community for providing these experiences for our kids as we connect and learn essential 

skills. 
 

A big thankyou to Tony and the Connected Kids boys for their hard work with our new 

signage. Look out for the article in the Surf Coast Times celebrating their efforts. Donations 

from Bunnings have been pivotal in providing resources for this project  

 

Thank you for supporting our kids and school.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Lachlan Hurrell 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

This week  
 

28th February Ace Hogan, Olive Dillon & Grace Taylor 

1st March Fin Twycross 

4th March Ned Keyte & Hudson Capon 

5th March Anai Molloy & Mali Taylor 

6th March Reed Milne 
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THE GRADE 4 GAZETTE 
 

 

RESILIENT SCHOOL RISES ABOVE FLOOD WATER 
By Freya Hynes, Ivy Garrard and Estella Carbonelli 

 

On Thursday 27th of January 2022, the night before school started, there was a big storm. The 

‘rain bomb’, flooded the main building at the front of the school. The floors were soaked and 

a lot of property was destroyed. The storm wrecked three Foundation classrooms and one 

Year 3 classroom. The front office, the staff room, Miss Jackson’s office, the toilets, the 

Performing Arts room, the sick bay and Mr Waters office were damaged too. It was Mrs 

Kahle, Mr Waters, Judy and Belinda who found the main building was flooded. Teachers and 

students were shocked. 
 

Without any hesitation, the school got to work solving the problem. The Foundation students 

split into different buildings. FA and FB moved into the BER building, while FC went to the 

art room. 3C joined 3A and 3B. Everyone made it work using a growth mindset. 

Mr Waters said, “The main building cost $137000 and the Department of Education have paid 

for it.” He explained, “The water came from the gym and got through to the inside, under 

doors and cracks.” 
 

We are happy to tell you that things are returning to normal. The building looks amazing. 

New carpet, lino and paint have really brought the building to life. Classes have moved back 

in and they are happy. It was a real challenge that we got through as a supportive community 

of learners. High-five everybody! 

Mr Waters shows our reporters Freya, Ivy and Estella through the main building. 
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WELFARE NEWS 
 

Separation Anxiety 
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WELL DONE AWARDS - This Week 
 

 

 
Mack Betts For aspiring to think deeper when presented information. He identified the 

Bass Strait from an image. 

 

Imogen Wyllie & Indi 

Phillips 4C 

 

For always displaying the expected behaviours in our class and in the 

schoolyard…The quiet achievers who are excellent role models 

 

Sailor-Joy Knapton For always being an active and enthusiastic learner and taking every chance 

to learn something new. 

 

Mabel Spencer For always having a positive approach towards your learning and leading by 

example. 

Jarvis Essing For demonstrating our school values in and outside the classroom and always 

aspiring to achieve his best during learning activities. Well done, Jarvis :) 

Indi Phillips For always displaying the expected behaviours in our class and in the 

schoolyard…The quiet achiever who is an excellent role model 

Imogen Wyllie For always displaying the expected behaviours in our class and in the 

schoolyard…The quiet achiever who is an excellent role model 

Harper Atkins For being a thoughtful, organised and confident class captain this week. Great 

leadership, Harper! 

James Rogers For being a kind and respectful member of the class. Well done James! 

Nina Irwin For a fantastic effort writing and proofreading your weekend recount. 

Freya Doolan Showing great responsibility as a messenger in her handy helper role this 

week. Well done Freya. 

Arlo Schroder  For always showing respect by asking appropriate questions that assists the 

class. 

Banjo Steele Making a great start to the year and always aspiring to achieve his best effort 

in class. 

Leia Coleman For the effort she puts into thinking deeply about the text she reads. Amazing 

Leia! 

Gatsby Grigg For being a positive role model in our learning sessions. Awesome Gatsby! 

Rosie Maule For having a real growth mindset and applying your skills accurately to make 

the most of your learning tasks. Amazing work Rosie!! 

Max Cook  For being a responsible class member by always making valuable 

contributions to class discussions.   
 

Eddie Rees  For demonstrating the value of Aspire by producing an excellent 

labelled diagram showing the life cycle of a butterfly.  
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LUNCH ORDERS 
 

CANTEEN – WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY 

ONLINE ORDERS BY 9AM DAILY 
  

New Ordering for Canteen via Compass.  

     Please see ‘how to’ on Compass News Feed 
 

*** Reminder to complete your order.  You must get to the payment section to 

complete. If you do not receive a payment confirmation and canteen order number 

via email, your order will not have been processed. (See below) *** 
 

     
 

 

SUSHI TUESDAYS 

Online Only by 8pm Monday Nights  

                 Google/Safari -  healthysuushi.square.site  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 

 

      Canteen Special for next week   
 

Hot Dogs - $5  
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