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Great start to the school year – A big thank you to everyone for helping our students
transition so smoothly into the new school year. Our staff, parents and students have done a
fantastic job of settling back into a positive learning routine after what was a disruptive and
unique 2020! Since my last Newsletter, we have also welcomed Alannah O’Donoghue as a
new member of our staff. Alannah will be teaching Grade 1B this year and we are looking
forward to her being part of our teaching and learning community. Louise Kahle has now
formally been appointed as Assistant Principal for the year, and our two teacher tutors, Kerry
Lomas and Mel Swan, have also started their roles. (Parents whose children are involved in
the tutor program will be notified at the start of each 8 week block.)
New building update – Lyons Construction are making great progress on the capital works
program. The ‘upstairs slab’ was poured today and they are on track to have the first building
completed in the middle of the year. This is fantastic news for the students and teachers who
will move into the new classrooms during Term Three. There will also be a new STEM Centre
and Art Room as part of this phase, with the new oval also expected to be ready during Term
Three. Please DO NOT try and access the construction site at any time and be very vigilant
of increased traffic around the school. There will also be works conducted in the top
(southern) staff car park to install new fire tanks from 18/2 until 22/3, so please keep well
clear of that area.
Traffic – Our school has a lovely location, but that also means most of our students travel by
bus or motorcar. This often results in congestion and a few drivers not paying too much
attention to the parking restrictions. Please remember that the area directly outside the front
entrance is a ‘drop off and go’ or a ‘pick up and go’ zone, so please don’t park there for longer
periods at the start or end of school. If you find yourself getting a little frustrated with traffic,
remember there are parking options up near the tennis court, where there is also a supervised
crossing.
School Council – The AGM and first School Council meeting for the year will be on Monday
15th March. As mentioned last week, there are four positions becoming vacant on School
Council. Parents may ‘self-nominate’ or ‘be nominated by another parent’ to become part of
the Council. Nomination forms are available at the front office, and nominations will close
on Thursday 25th February at 4pm. Should more nominations than positions available arise,
an official ballot will be held. The School Council is the official governing body of any school
and plays a pivotal role in the future directions and policies of a school. It is not a ‘fund raising
committee,’ but rather focusses on supporting the school in achieving its long-term vision,
whilst monitoring aspects such as finance and enhancing the educational outcomes for
students.
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Covid 19 register requirements – All parents attending any outdoor activity at the school with a
duration of 15 minutes or longer, are required to scan a QR Code with their mobile device. These
codes will be accessible on entry gates and the front corners of the admin block. You do not need to
scan the code if you are simply picking up your child or delivering something to the school. Visitors
who will be doing activities indoors, will still need to sign in on the iPad at the front office
Compass – This is the main communication platform for the school. Please ensure you pay attention
to any alerts or massages, as this platform enables you to have a direct link to the school. Information
regarding diverse issues such as a bus running late, excursion updates, information sessions, or even
the cancellation of an assembly, are all issued via Compass. This year we are also updating our
website to make it a ‘one stop shop’ for all issues pertaining to our school, including access to
information and enrolment applications for prospective families. Please check the ‘events to come’
section of our Newsletter that also lists important dates on our school calendar.
Enjoy the upcoming weekend, and as it will be a bit cooler, it will be a good time to get outdoors
for a bit of physical activity. The surf hasn’t been too promising recently (unless you live on the
Gold Coast), but there’s always easy access to things like cycling, walking, skateboarding,
gardening or just having a run around and play as a family to keep active. If you are a CATS
supporter, you also might want to spend a bit of time online looking for cheap flights to Bali in
September, because it’s doubtful you’ll be seeing any football action at that time of the
season!!!! Adrian Waters
EVENTS TO COME……………….
FEBRUARY 2021
Monday 15th
Monday 15th
Wednesday 17th
Wednesday 17th
Wednesday 24th
Wednesday 24th
Thursday 25th
Friday 26th
MARCH
Tuesday – 2nd
Wednesday – 3rd
Friday – 12th
Tuesday – 16th
Tuesday – 16th
Wednesday 17th
Thursday -18th
Friday – 26th
April
Thursday – 1st
Monday – 19th
Wed 28th – Friday 30th
MAY
Monday 3rd – Friday 7th
AUGUST
Wed 25th – Friday 27th
SEPTEMBER 2021
Wed 15th – Friday 17th

Zoom IPAD Parent Information Session @ 6pm
Hockey Workshops for 5/6 Students
Foundation students Rest Day
Foundation Assessments (Selected Students) –45 min session
Foundation students Rest Day
Foundation Assessments (Selected Students) –45 min session
School Council Nominations close at 4pm. Forms are available from the office
City to Surf District Tennis Round Robin (Selected Students)
Foundation/Year 1/Year 2 Information Session via Zoom @5.30
Years 3/4/5/6 Information Session via Zoom @ 5.30
Didjeribone Performance – Whole School
Bellarine and North Geelong Division Primary Schools Swimming
Championships (Qualifying Students)
Meet & Greet from 2-5pm
Meet & Greet from 2-5pm
3-6 Bellbrae Cross Country
5-6 Summer Lightning Premierships
LAST DAY TERM 1 – 2.30pm Dismissal
TERM 2 COMMENCES – 9.00am
Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp
Year 6 Canberra Camp
Year 3 Camp – Camp Wyuna
Year 4 Camp – Urban Camp, Melbourne
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FROM THE OFFICE
NEWSLETTER

Our weekly newsletter together with Compass (all new families to the school will
now have received their log on details - If you are having trouble see us in the office)
is our foremost method of communicating what is going on around the school, so
please try to read it regularly to keep informed. Remember if using a tablet or phone
to ‘open in browser’ found under the menu, EVERY TIME to see the full site.
Newsletters are available on the schools website www.bellbraeps.vic.edu.au, on
Compass and we also have a number of hard copies available from the front office
each week. 
BACK TO SCHOOL PACKS

Thank you to our families who have already returned Back to School Information
Packs which were sent home with the oldest child in each family earlier lastweek. This
pack includes information on this year’s Curriculum Contributions, a financial
statement and other forms which we ask you to complete and return to school office by
no later than Friday 19th Feb. Some forms like the bus bookings etc. will need to be
returned ASAP please. We appreciate your prompt return of all documents together in
the envelope sent home.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS

We have a huge amount of Second Hand Uniforms/School Bags
available for purchase for $2 per item. These are a wonderful
school resource which works on good condition items being
donated from families no longer needing. If you have any items
in good condition to donate, the school community would be
very appreciative. Please call into the office to drop off or
purchase.
CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school
trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster
parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker
and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are
made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 03 52612660
or email bellbrae.ps@education.vic.gov.au and ask for an application form. You can also
download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department
of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. Check with the
school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as
soon as possible.
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YEAR 4 2021 iPad PARENT INFORMATION SESSION
As part of our 2021 BYOD iPad program, we will be
conducting a Parent Information Session via zoom.
Date: Monday 15th February
Time: 6.00pm
The Zoom link and instructions will be sent out by the end of
the week. This session will cover important information on the
program and your child’s involvement. We will do a call out
for any questions you may have next week.
Please note: for 2021 Year 4 students to participate in the BYOD iPad Program, they
will require a parent/carer to sign the iPad user agreement (students received this
week). We envisage the iPad program will begin in week 3, Term 1 2021. If needed,
there will be further Cyber Safety and Information sessions available to parents.
Thank you for your ongoing support,
Grade 4 Department
ANAPHYLAXIS INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES
Dear Parents,
We have students that attend Bellbrae PS who are severely allergic to:





all nuts
fish
eggs
dairy

 bee stings
 tuna

This could result in the students experiencing anaphylaxis which is a sudden, severe
allergic reaction that requires immediate medical treatment and is potentially fatal. We
are seeking the support and cooperation of all families to minimise the risk of students
coming into contact with specific foods. Therefore we request you be mindful when
packing snacks and lunches that may contain the above foods.
Thank you for recognising the need for ongoing vigilance to minimise the potential life
threatening rick to our students. If you have any queries in relation to this matter please
contact your child’s teacher or the
school office.
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B-ALTERNATIVE RECYCLING AT BELLBRAE!!!
We are super excited to announce we have made some sustainable changes at Bellbrae this year! We
are working closely with a company called B-Alternative which you may know from implementing
an almost zero waste management of the Night Jar Market and other festivals in our community. Each
of our classes now have 4 different bins which include:
 A green bin for organics. This is being taken offsite to a composting facility so we can
compost items such as- any food scraps including meat and cheese, soiled
cardboard/paper, teabags, paper towel and tissues!
 A white bin for soft plastics. We now collect and will be recycling any plastic that is
scrunchable. Examples of soft plastics include- chip packets, muesli bar wrappers, glad
wrap, plastic packaging. The plastic must be clean and not soiled in food to be recycled.
We encourage families to do this at home as it greatly reduces our landfill waste. You can
take your soft plastics to your local Woolworths or Coles where they collect it in a Red
Cycle bin. The plastics are melted down and turned into play equipment for schoolspretty amazing!
 A blue bin for
paper/cardboard.
 A red bin for landfill.
Any items that cannot be
recycled or composted
which we are hoping to keep
to an absolute minimum.
 We also have an extra bin
to collect used pens, textas
and markers which will be
recycled through
Terracycle.

We encourage students to rinse out and bring any hard plastics home to be recycled in your
curbside recycling bins. Items such as yoghurt containers and milk bottles from the canteen are all
hard plastics. In addition to this, any aluminium or metal tins or cans cannot be recycled through
our school systems but can be at home.
We look forward to greatly reducing our waste at Bellbrae and continuing to become more sustainable
citizens. The students are all on board and very passionate about looking after our school, community
and Earth. Please take the time to have some discussions around this at home to consolidate their
understanding.

A big thank you to Tony for
constructing our new
Recycling Station!!
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WELL DONE AWARDS
Chloe Tayler
Hudson Ryan
Henry Lister
Daisy Jones
Harry Price
Hanneke Garner
Kyro Jones

Alice Tarik
Digby Byrne
Addis Ogden
Salina Dale
Owen Molloy
Flynn Powell
Jarvis Essing
Elsie Eccles

Rosie Anderson
Max Cook

For her responsible approach to completing an engaging
snapshot recount in Writing.
For the respect he demonstrates by being kind, helpful and
listening to others.
For happily taking on class jobs and doing them well.
For showing that she understands and demonstrates the
values Aspire, Respect, Responsibility and Resiliency.
On your enthusiasm in the classroom! - ASPIRE
For her creative presentation of her published 55 word
story! Awesome effort Hanneke!
For always showing respect for the person speaking by
being the first one ready to listen.
For making a great effort to play with friends outside
For being resilient and brave during his first full week of
school.
For giving every task a go with enthusiasm.
For putting your best into every piece of work and aspiring
to achieve your goals! Well done!
For showing respect to all of his classmates and giving great
answers at share time.
For the outstanding start he has made to Year 2.
Awesome, Flynn!
For being such a kind and caring classmate.
For aspiring to be your best in all classroom activities and
discussions, sharing ideas and being a great role model for
your classmates.
For being a passionate and focused learner, and aspiring to
achieve her best at all times.
For showing responsibility for his own learning when
completing his work in class.
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Birthday Celebrations
This week & over the holidays
8th Feb

Isaac Bartlett

9th Feb

Liam Summers

10th Feb

Maeve Crawford & Laura Fuller

11th Feb

Alannah Watt & Amy Denness

14th Feb

Jay Hogan, Jack Taylor, Georgia Bridges, Freddie Price &
Zion Lindsay
VOLUNTEERS
CANTEEN – Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays

Suzanne’s Special next week are

Dim Sims
$1 each
Don’t forget to order online
Create your own account at…..
Ultimate Schools
www.ultimateschools.com.au
Term 1
Thursday 18th Feb
Friday 19th Feb
Thursday 25th Feb
Friday 26th Feb
Thursday 4th March
Friday 5th March
Thursday 11th March
Friday 12th March
Thursday 18th March
Friday 19th March
Thursday 25th March
Friday 26th March
Thursday 1st April

NAME
Leanne Lucas
Kiera Sehmish
Jenna Henderson
Renee Smith
Simon Dale
Kirsty Garrard
Neneta Singer
Ben Powell
Jo Hilbert
Nandalie Cormack
Carey Semple
Amanda Donaldson
Phoebe Robb

Please sign in at the office at 12.30 pm prior to going to the Canteen. 
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SICKBAY WASHING ROSTER - Fridays
DATE
Friday 12th Feb
Friday 19th Feb

VOLUNTEER
N/A
Laura Rees

Please call into the office Friday afternoon, strip the bed and
return early in the next week

SECOND HAND UNIFORM - Any day of the week that suits
DATE
Week Starting Mon 15th Feb
Week Starting Mon 22nd Feb

VOLUNTEER
Anna Cutler
Anna Cutler

Any day of the week that suits 

COMMUMNITY NEWS
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Parents of 2022 Year 7 Students
GEELONG & DISTRICT GOVERNMENT SECONDARY SCHOOLS

INFORMATION SESSIONS
SCHOOL

PHONE NO.

DATE

Bannockburn P-12 College
139 Milton St
Bannockburn 3331

(03) 5281 1755

Wednesday March 24
Tour and information session
6.15 – 7.30 College Tours and
Information session

Bellarine Secondary College
(Ocean Grove Campus)
70 Shell Rd, Ocean Grove 3226

(03) 5251 9000

Thursday March 11
5.00 pm – 6.30 pm: College Tours
( running every 15 minutes)
6.00 pm - 7:00pm Information
Session/s in Room 17 & Nepean

Belmont High School
Rotherham Street,
Belmont 3216

(03) 5243 5355

Geelong High School
Ryrie Street,
East Geelong 3219

(03) 5225 4100

Tuesday March 16
5:00pm – 6:30pm: School Tours
6:45pm – 7:30 Information Session
– School Gym
Tuesday March 23
Flexible information sessions
commencing at 4:30pm, 5:30 pm &
6:30pm in the CA Love Hall

Grovedale College
19 Wingarra Drive,
Grovedale 3216

(03) 5245 4545

Lara Secondary College
Alkara Avenue,
Lara 3212

(03) 5282 8988

Lorne P - 12 College
(Lorne Campus) Grove Road,
Lorne 3232

(03) 5289 1585

Tuesday March 30
Time: 6:30pm for Information
Session
Venue: Info Session in the ILS
Tours: will commence at 7:00pm

Matthew Flinders Girls
Little Ryrie Street,
Geelong 3220

(03) 4243 0500

Oberon High School
163 Batten Road,
Armstrong Creek Vic 3217

(03) 5243 4444

Wednesday March 10
6:00pm – 7:30pm : Information
Session & Self Discovery – MFG
Hall (Enter via Fenwick St)
Open day Thursday March 11
Tours 9.30-10.30
Thursday March 25
5:30pm – 7:00pm : School Tours
7.00pm – 7.45pm : Information
Session - Gym

Surf Coast Secondary College
Meet at Surf Coast Secondary
Torquay 3228

(03) 5261 6633

Monday March 22
6:00 – 8:00pm: Self-guided tours

Oberon High School
163 Batten Road,
Armstrong Creek Vic 3217

(03) 5243 4444

Thursday March 25
5:30pm – 7:00pm : School Tours
7.00pm – 7.45pm : Information
Session - Gym

Thursday March 18
6:00pm – 7.00pm : School Tours
7:00pm : Information Session –
School Gym
Wednesday February 24 &
Wednesday May 5
6:00pm – 7.00pm : School Tours
7:00pm : Presentation
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