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Welcome back to Bellbrae for what we hope will be a less disruptive year than last. We
also extend a special welcome to all the new Prep students and any families who have
recently joined our fantastic school community. We look forward to you involving
yourselves in our supportive and friendly learning environment, and trust you will enjoy
being part of our school.
Staff update – Congratulations to Stu McCoombe who, at very late notice, was appointed
Acting Principal at Oberon PS. I have worked with Stu in various professional capacities over
the last 20 years, and will certainly miss him at Bellbrae. Louise Kahle, who has been at
Torquay College for the last 2 years, has taken over Stu’s portfolio. Louise is well credentialed
who has been a Department Leader and Assistant Principal at Torquay College, and has also
recently completed her Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership. Many of you will
remember Louise from her time at Bellbrae and I certainly look forward to working with her
as part of my Leadership Team.
This year we also welcome back Hayley Mooney and Chris Williams from extended long
service leave, as well as Bree Schmidt, Lauren Carty, Kelly Buckley and Rachel Nalder from
Maternity Leave. However, we also wish Brigid Chapman, Nicole Marra and Bonnie Rahilly
all the best as they begin Maternity Leave! We also welcome another ‘Bassi’ to our staff, as
Jonny (Belinda’s son) has also just recently been appointed as a graduate teacher for two days
a week. We are very fortunate to have a talented and committed staff who will do their best
to ensure your kids have a quality and enjoyable learning program at school.
Welfare – Student wellbeing is very high on our agenda at Bellbrae PS. This year we are
lucky enough to have both Jess and Bree working in this department. Jess will take care of
Prep and Grade One students and families, whereas Bree will cover Grade Two to Six. Jess
will be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays, while Bree will be at school on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
Tutor Program - This year we have Kerry Lomas and Mel Swan working within this DET
initiative to assist students who were compromised during the remote learning period. Staff
members are currently analysing significant data in order to identify students for the program.
Parents will be notified if your child will participate in the program during the course of the
year.
General reminders – Due to Covid restrictions we are still required to limit parents and
families coming on to the campus. As such, parents will not be able to attend Assemblies or
assist in the classrooms at this stage. Also, please come to the front office if you need to sign
out students or deliver anything to your kids, and please remember that once again masks are
mandatory. (To put it bluntly, please do not go directly to your child’s classroom!)
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Other things to consider are ensuring your kids wear hats to school, to obey parking and traffic
restrictions around the school, not to drop off your kids too early in the morning, and to keep
well clear of the bottom (northern) car park as this is used as an access point for the
construction project.
School Council – This year we will have 4 parent positions becoming available for
membership. Existing members can renominate or any other parents can nominate (selfnominate or be nominated by another person) for the positions. If there are more nominations
than positions available, an official ballot will be held. This year Mitch Barrow, Emma
Reynolds, Troy Bird and Chris Lamb’s tenures will expire. We will also have one DET
position available. Please look at the time frame for nominations etc. in a separate part of this
Newsletter.
After eating humble pie and a self-imposed ban of not mentioning footy in the Newsletter
last year, I have served my time and am ready for a new year of wild predictions. I’ll
start off with West Coast for the flag, Geelong to miss the finals (not really), and North
Melbourne for the wooden spoon! On another note, enjoy what’s left of summer, enjoy
our wonderful coastal environment and keep safe.
Adrian Waters

FROM THE OFFICE
NEWSLETTER

Our weekly newsletter together with Compass (all new families to the school will
now have received their log on details - If you are having trouble see us in the office)
is our foremost method of communicating what is going on around the school, so
please try to read it regularly to keep informed. Remember if using a tablet or phone
to ‘open in browser’ found under the menu, every time to see the full site.
Newsletters are available on the schools website www.bellbraeps.vic.edu.au, on
Compass and we also have a number of hard copies available from the front office
each week. 
BACK TO SCHOOL PACKS

Back to School Information Packs were sent home with the oldest child in each family
earlier this week. This pack includes information on this year’s Curriculum
Contributions, a financial statement and other forms which we ask you to complete
and return to school office by no later than Friday 19th Feb. Some forms like the bus
bookings etc. will need to be returned ASAP please. We appreciate your prompt return
of all documents together in the envelope sent home.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS

We have a huge amount of Second Hand Uniforms/School Bags
available for purchase for $2 per item. These are a wonderful
school resource which works on good condition items being
donated from families no longer needing. If you have any items
in good condition to donate, the school community would be
very appreciative. Please call into the office to drop off or
purchase.
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FROM THE OFFICE Cont…
CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school
trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster
parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker
and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are
made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 03 52612660
or email bellbrae.ps@education.vic.gov.au and ask for an application form. You can also
download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department
of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. Check with the
school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as
soon as possible.
EVENTS TO COME……………….

FEBRUARY 2021
Wednesday 10th
Wednesday 10th
Monday 15th
Wednesday 17th
Wednesday 17th
Wednesday 24th
Wednesday 24th
Friday 26th
MARCH
Tuesday 16th
Thursday 18th
Friday 26th
APRIL
Wed 28th – Friday 30th
MAY
Monday 3rd – Friday 7th
AUGUST
Wed 25th – Friday 27th
SEPTEMBER 2021
Wed 15th – Friday 17th

Foundation students Rest Day
Foundation Assessments (Selected Student)s –45 min session
Hockey Workshops for 5/6 Students
Foundation students Rest Day
Foundation Assessments (Selected Students) –45 min session
Foundation students Rest Day
Foundation Assessments (Selected Students) –45 min session
City to Surf District Tennis Round Robin (Selected Students)
Bellarine and North Geelong Division Primary Schools
Swimming Championships (Qualifying Students)
3-6 Bellbrae Cross Country
5-6 Summer Lightning Premierships
Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp
Year 6 Canberra Camp
Year 3 Camp – Camp Wyuna
Year 4 Camp – Urban Camp, Melbourne
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PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT – Primary Schools
Information for parents and carers

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect
your child’s personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to
support your child’s social and emotional wellbeing or health in the school context. Such
information will also be collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty
of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health and safety law. If that information
is not collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or support to your
child, or fulfil those legal obligations.
For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary
welfare officer or wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health
service at school, such as a Student Support Services officer, the required consent will be
obtained. Our school also collects information provided by parents and carers through the
School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood Intervention Service
(ECIS) Transition Form.
Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and
manage information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent
communication and engagement; student administration; and school management
purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we take steps to ensure that your
child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online tools,
please contact us.
School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who
need to know to enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal
obligation.
When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health
information about that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this
information is in the best interests of our students and assists that next school to provide
optimal education and support to students.
In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and
outside of the Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent
for such disclosures unless the disclosure is allowed or mandated by law.
Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and
health information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more
information about privacy including about how to access personal and health information
held by the school about you or your child, see our school’s privacy policy:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service
officers, youth workers, social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners
and all other staff at our school. This includes employees, agents and service providers
(contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid.

5

Bellbrae Primary School

STUDENT WELLBEING UPDATE
Dear Families,
We hope everyone has settled into the new school year and it's great to see lots of smiling
faces after a tumultuous year last year. The Student Wellbeing Program can offer even more
support to your children this year, with Jess staying on in the wellbeing role for 1 day per
week, and Bree returning to the wellbeing role 3 days per week. This means wellbeing support
is spread over 4 days, with Bree working Mon-Wed and Jess working on Thursdays. In order
to provide a consistent approach to wellbeing, Jess will work with Prep-Year 1, and Bree will
be working with Year 2-6. If you feel your child would benefit from wellbeing support at
school please discuss this with their teacher in the first instance, who can then instigate a
referral. We look forward to catching up with everyone and hope for a more stable 2021.
Welfare - Bree and Jess

YEAR 4 2021 iPad PARENT INFORMATION SESSION
As part of our 2021 BYOD iPad program, we will be conducting a Parent
Information Session via zoom.
Date: Monday 15th February
Time: 6.00pm
The Zoom link and instructions will be sent out at the end of next week.
This session will cover important information on the program and your child’s
involvement.
We will do a call out for any questions you may have next week.
Please note: for 2021 Year 4 students to participate in the BYOD iPad Program, they
will require a parent/carer to sign the iPad user agreement (students received this
week).
We envisage the iPad program will begin in week 3, Term 1 2021. If needed, there
will be further Cyber Safety and Information sessions available to parents.
Thank you for your ongoing support,
Grade 4 Department
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS - INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

School Council Elections - Information for Parents
WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are
given powers to set the key directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a school
council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:
 A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from
this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members
at their child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school.
 A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more
than one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is
automatically one of these members.
 An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council
because of their special skills, interests or experiences. Department employees are not eligible to
be Community members.
 Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members
expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help
shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also
find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL?
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role. Councilors may need to
develop skills and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is an
interest in your child's school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the
school's future.
HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term one each year. However,
ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might consider
 standing for election as a member of the school council
 encouraging another person to stand for election.
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement
of Term one each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March
unless the usual time line has been varied by the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate
or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category.
Department employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work
are eligible to nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the
Notice of Election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of
your completed nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will
be conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
REMEMBER
 Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
 Consider standing for election to council this year
 Be sure to vote in the elections.
Contact the principal for further information.
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SPORT REPORT
Well we start the year off with a bang - lots happening on the sporting front. Most of the
term one sporting news is relevant to the Grade 5/6 department but please keep an eye out.
If at any stage throughout the year your child achieves outstanding results in their individual
sport, please be sure to let the school know so that we can acknowledge their success.
The Bellbrae Cross Country
Years 3-6 Cross country is scheduled for Thursday 18th March. The event will take place
down along the Esplanade in Torquay. We will be practicing at school but encourage
students and families to practice at home. Like us, students find it difficult to run for longer
distance without adequate training. All year 3 – 6 students will be competing at this event.
Age 8/9 and 10s will complete 2kms
Age 11 and 12/13 will complete 3 kms.
Age based on your child’s age as of 31/12/2021.
GRADE 5 & 6 SPORT
This year the grade 5 and 6 students will partake in a 1.5hr sport session every Tuesday,
(please make sure your child has appropriate sporting footwear that day). The purpose of
the session is to familiarise the students with how their chosen sport is played: - the rules,
objectives, team work, tactics and familiarise with positions in preparation for lightning
premierships.
As well as the 5/6 sport, they will also have a weekly physical education session with their
classroom teacher. This will focus on understanding the importance of being healthy and
active, developing Fundamental Motor Skills and general game sense.
The Grade 5 and 6 children have selected their sport for the Summer Lightning
Premierships. They will be participating in a Summer Lightning Premiership in Tennis (Hot
Shots), T20 Cricket, Volleystars, T Ball, and Basketball on Friday 26th March. Venues will
vary depending on selected sports. A note will be published on Compass closer to the date
with more details. Due to the large number of sports and teams, we will be asking for
parents to assist in the management of teams on the day, please stay tuned for further
information.
BELLARINE AND NORTH GEELONG DIVISION SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Bellarine and North Geelong Division Primary Schools Swimming Championships will
be held on TUESDAY MARCH 16TH at KARDINIA POOL. Unfortunately due to Covid
interruptions last year we were unable to run the swimming carnival or trials for students.
As a result we are asking parents to submit times. These times need to be verified by a
swimming coach or squad supervisor.
The carnival is open to students in grades 3-6, or any grade 2 student who is turning 9 this
year. As this is a division sporting event it is important to note that it is for competitive,
strong swimmers who have correct technique. Scheduled events are 50M freestyle,
backstroke, butterfly and breaststroke, as well as age division freestyle relays and 1x 9-13
year old Medley relay. Students are able to compete in 2 individual events as well as a relay.
If your child is competent in all areas I strongly recommend submitting a time for all strokes
as they may not get their preferred stroke due to faster competitors.
There will be a cost associated with the day and parents will be required to provide transport
and supervise to their child/ren on the day. Please complete the submission form on
Compass and return to Hayley Mooney by Monday 23rd February.
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CITY TO SURF DISTRICT TENNIS ROUND ROBIN
The first of the district sporting events will be the City to Surf District Tennis Round Robin
held on Friday 26th Feb. This event is for grade 5/6 students who play competitive tennis
outside of school. Firstly we will hold a mini round robin at the Bellbrae Reserve next
Thursday 11th Feb with Mr. Petering. Students who are interested in trialing for the tennis
team must see Mr. Petering before Monday 8th to register their interest.
The top 2 place boys and girls will progress to the City to Surf event on Friday 26th Feb.
Please note parents will be required to transport and supervise students for the duration of
the district tennis event.
REGISTRATION FOR 2021 - 12 YEARS AND UNDER SSV STATE TEAMS –
NETBALL, FOOTBALL (SOCCER), AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL,
CRICKET, HOCKEY AND BASKETBALL
School Sport Victoria (SSV) provides the opportunity for talented children to complete a
series of trials towards the ultimate goal of achieving selection in a Victorian Representative
Team. Students turning 10, 11 or 12 years of age in 2021 are eligible to trial, however it is
worth noting that it is highly unlikely students in years 4 or 5 will be selected.
In team events, the school will only endorse the nomination if the student consistently
displays ‘well above average’ skills for Year 6 students because the process is to determine
the best from across Victoria, not provide students with an opportunity to gain some
additional experience. For all team events, unless an 11 year old child has a proven record at
the elite (State) level, we advised they will be encouraged to register for the 2022 trial.
Children who are ultimately selected during this State-wide process will play in a National
Carnival representing Victoria (levies often apply). See SSV website for specific
information. https://ssv-cms.eduweb.vic.gov.au/team-vic
If you would like your child to be considered to trial for one of these teams please send an
email to Mrs Mooney (hayley.mooney@education.vic.gov.au) with your child’s name, the
sport they wish to nominate for and details of their OUTSTANDING sporting achievements
in that sport by Friday February 19th. You will be notified if your child is able to register
by Friday February 26th. The registration costs $25 and closes March 1st. The school must
endorse the registration and it is the parent’s responsibility (once endorsed) to register, pay
the fee by the due date and get their child to and from the trials.
*These trials form part of School Sport Victoria’s Gifted and Talented program and are
not ‘come and try’ opportunities. Each child is trialling for a state team and as such we
must attest to each child’s athleticism, skill level and school behaviour.
HOCKEY VICTORIA WORKSHOPS
We are excited to welcome the Hockey Victoria Roadshow to our school!
Students are being given the fantastic opportunity to try out the exciting game of hockey!
They will learn the skills of the game through exciting game-based activities suited to every
year level and ability.
Hockey Victoria will be sending their amazing Participation Officers to our school in the
coming weeks to provide an engaging, fun, and safe hockey experience for the grade 5/6.
These workshops will take place on Monday 15th February.
At Hockey Victoria they pride themselves in providing an enjoyable experience for every
student, so keep an eye out and see if you can spot one of their coaches at school soon!
If your child enjoys the sessions during school, you can continue with your hockey
experience by joining a local Hookin2Hockey program www.hookin2hockey.com.au. With
programs all over the state you can find a local program that will suit your schedule.

9

Bellbrae Primary School

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE INFORMATION – Do you meet the criteria?

10

Bellbrae Primary School

WELL DONE AWARDS
Joel O’Keefe

Charlie Collins

For demonstrating respect and including others in discussions
during learning time.
For committing herself to making positive relationships in the
classroom as well as putting in 100% with her work from day
one! Well done Hazel.
For showing respect to all of his class mates.

FB

For settling into school so well and for having a great first week.

5B
FD

For showing resilience in taking on all new challenges that
comes with starting a new school year.
For a brilliant first week of Foundation. Well done!

Foundation A

For a great start to the school year!

1A

1C

For everyone in 1A for showing respect to each other inside and
outside the classroom.
To the whole 1B class for being responsible with the classroom
equipment.
For listening and following all instructions and being a helpful
class leader.
For such a settled but enthusiastic start to the year.

4A

For a positive and respectful start to the year!

4C

For an amazing start to 2021. You have consistently shown our
school values of Resilience, Respect, Responsibility and Aspire
this week. Keep it up!
For making a wonderful start to the year in 3B. Thank you
Noah, for showing such great responsibility to keep our
classroom tidy and organised without being asked.
For a fantastic start to school!

Hazel Kadera

1B
Winter Lowdon

Noah Tucker

FC
Alice Palmieri

For an awesome effort helping keep our classroom neat and
tidy.
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Birthday Celebrations
This week & over the holidays
2nd January

Henry Lister, Lenny Perry, Jedd Prosser & Laura Newbegin

3rd January

Torsten Williams & Indi Bakaitis

4th January

Lola Ryan

5th January

Eden Coy

6th January

Billy Cannon

7th January

Coen Bones & Giselle Seraiocco

8th January

Isla O’Brien & Scarlotte Benney

9th January

Freddie Vivian-Taylor

11th January

Harmony Molloy

13th January

Ashlen Scown

14th January

Archie Stone & Sam Behmann

15th January

Lillie Taylor

16th January

Harrison Burbidge & Eden Carmen-Veal

17th January

Charlie Barraclough & Zara Green

18th January

Sophie Abbott, Addis O’Loughlin & Sam Packett

19th January

Oscar Gemmill

21st January

Amelia Lister

22nd January

Ollie Karfut & Oliver Earle

24th January

Phoenix Ramsey

25th January

Mila Perrett, Howie McDiarmid, Jake Cormack & Elliot Johnson

26th January

Christopher Cullen

29th January

Ziggy Lo

31st January

Eva Helm

1st February

Fin Clarke, Zach Eccles, Shanti Buggy & Miles Kerr

2nd February

Evie Scown, Lucy Markus & Sienna Lucas

3rd February

Max Murray, Ben O’Brien & Jack Lindsay

4th February

Alva Dunn

5th February

Akasha Young

6th February

Lily Sloman

7th February

Loxy Pec, Hayden Prosser, Chase Sinclair & Emily Suzuki
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

Until we get our rosters up and going we are kindly asking for
volunteers for Canteen on Thursdays & Fridays, Sick Bay Washing &
Second Hand Uniforms in the next few weeks. If you can help out with
the dates below please call or see us in the office. Many thanks 
CANTEEN – Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays

Don’t forget to order online
Create your own account at…..
Ultimate Schools
www.ultimateschools.com.au
Term 1
Thursday 18th Feb
Friday 19th Feb
Thursday 25th Feb
Friday 26th Feb

NAME
Volunteer Required
Volunteer Required
Volunteer Required
Volunteer Required

Please sign in at the office at 12.30 pm prior to going to the Canteen.
Also don’t forget to sign out 

SICKBAY WASHING ROSTER - Fridays
DATE
Friday 12th Feb
Friday 19th Feb

VOLUNTEER
Volunteer Required
Volunteer Required

Please call into the office Friday afternoon, strip the bed and
return early in the next week

SECOND HAND UNIFORM - Any day of the week that suits
DATE
Week Starting Mon 15th Feb
Week Starting Mon 22nd Feb

VOLUNTEER
Volunteer Required
Volunteer Required

Any day of the week that suits 
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COMMUMNITY NEWS
ADULTS ART DRAWING CLASSES TERM 1 - 2021
Learn to draw or refresh your skills & creativity!
Details: Experiment with a variety of pencils & mediums to explore different
techniques to create images of your choice. All you need to bring is a Visual Art diary,
or paper can be supplied. All other materials supplied including coloured pencils, pastel
pencils, ink intense pencils, and graphite.
Led by Marita Reynolds @ maritareynoldsart
Dates: Tues 9th Feb - Tues 30th March (8 weeks)
Time: 7pm to 9pm
Cost: $240
Location: Bellbrae
Places are limited!
To book email Renee.s@me.com or call on 0430 426 331

Victorian Interschools MTB Event
Falls Creek again hosts the Victorian Interschools MTB Event. The event is
a fun and supportive race for all riders. Come and get involved!
Friday 26 th February 2021
8:00 am – 2:00 pm AEDT
Bookings via Eventbrite: victorian-mtb-schools-competition-2021-tickets-132362045441
With purpose made singletrack that can provide a challenge for all ages the event will
feature a shorter junior course and a longer more demanding senior course for older riders.
The straightforward XCO (Olympic Cross Country)
format races mean everyone can have a go and enjoy racing.
Registrations are now open with prices fixed at 2020 levels ($35 per rider) Entry fee
includes a snack lunch, race plate, timing, insurance and medals for the winners.
For those coming from further afield, on mountain, school group friendly accommodation
providers will offer events specials.
Or contact Erin Redmond on 03 5758 1200 / events@fallscreek.com.au
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